
Feb. 2, 2021 
 
Dear Educator: 
 
Wouldn’t it be exciting for a student to see his or her artistic talents on long-term display in front of area 
businesses? Bike Medina County is about to make that happen. 
 
We’re asking local high school students to design a bike rack emblem and window sticker as part of our 
Bicyclist-Friendly Business Initiative. Bike racks featuring the winning design will be manufactured in 
Medina and installed at local shops and restaurants. Each business -- and others that already have bike 
racks -- will receive a sticker for its door or window, letting the world know it’s a Bicyclist-Friendly 
Business. 
 
The student who submits the winning design will receive a new bicycle, courtesy of Century Cycles and 
Bike Medina County, as our way of saying thank you. In addition to a new bike and a unique portfolio 
piece, we anticipate the student and his or her design also will be featured in the local news media. 
Teachers are welcome to incorporate the project into a class assignment. 
 
Giving cyclists a safe, secure and convenient place to park is the most important way businesses can let 
bike riders know they are welcome customers. And when more people ride bicycles, the entire 
community benefits. Traveling or running errands by bike is environmentally friendly, promotes personal 
health and cuts down on traffic. Not to mention … it’s fun! 
 
Sound interesting? We hope so. Please forward the attached contest instructions to interested teachers 
and students -- especially those in visual arts or industrial design classes. These materials are also 
available at www.BikeMedinaCounty.weebly.com. The deadline for design submissions is April 5, 2021. 
 
The winner will be selected in a two-step process. A slate of finalists will be chosen by members of Bike 
Medina County. The finalists’ designs will be published in local news media, where members of the 
public will be asked to vote for the ultimate winner. 
 
There is a lot of positive momentum in the Medina County cycling community. Perhaps you’ve noticed 
the “3-Foot-Rule” safety signs popping up along roadways. Maybe you’ve seen the new bike paths and 
bike lanes in Medina or heard about the upcoming Plum Creek Greenway project that will link schools, 
parks, and neighborhoods in greater Brunswick with a multi-use trail. We hope participating students will 
be excited to play a part in the good things that are happening -- and find it a fun and rewarding 
experience, too. 
 
Questions? Email John at jgladden@medinaco.org or call 330-722-9374. We are grateful for your time 
and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Gladden 
Anthony Ratajczak 
Bike Medina County’s Bicyclist Friendly Business Task Group 



Instructions 
 
The designs of the bike rack and window sticker must echo or complement one another to create a 
unified look. Students may submit multiple entries. The manufacturability of the design will be one of the 
factors taken into account during judging. Submission deadline is April 5, 2021. 
 
Bike Rack Design 

The bike rack frame will consist of an inverted U-shaped frame (rounded or square) made from 2-inch 
diameter black steel pipe bolted to concrete. An example photo of such a rack is attached. 

The part of the bike rack students are being invited to design is the emblem in the center of the frame. 
The student is free to choose a circular emblem, rounded U emblem, or square U emblem. (See 
attached drawings for more.) 
 
The emblem must have a minimum of two welded attachments to the steel pipe frame. There may be 
additional and/or different attachment points of the emblem to the frame, but there must be empty spaces 
between the emblem and frame of at least 6” in length between attachment points to allow a bicycle “U” 
lock or cable to be threaded through the opening between attachment points.The distance between the 
emblem and the frame must be no greater than 2 inches. 

The emblem will be either cut from, or cut into, a ⅛-inch thick piece of 12-gauge steel. The 
manufacturing company will cut the winning design emblem using a plasma cutter. The emblem and 
frame may be of a color other than black, but both must be the same color.  

Rack designs should be submitted to BikeMedinaCounty@gmail.com in a .dxf format file. Please make 
sure the name and contact information of the student and teacher are included in the email. 
 
Sticker Design 
 
The window sticker will be a 4x4-inch square printed on clear material with adhesive on the front. It’s 
designed to be installed on the inside of a glass door or window and viewed from the outside. 
 
The design must include the Bike Medina County logo and the following text: 
 

We are a bicyclist-friendly business! 
Sponsored by Bike Medina County 

 
The point size of “We are a bicyclist-friendly business!” should be larger than the point size of 
“Sponsored by Bike Medina County.” A low-res version of the Bike Medina County logo is attached. 
 
Sticker designs should be submitted to BikeMedinaCounty@gmail.com using any standard artwork 
format. Vector artwork is recommended. Artwork must be at least 300 pixels per inch. Please make sure 
the name and contact information of the student and teacher are included on each design submission. 



Example 
 
Here’s an example of a bike rack. We are inviting students to design the “emblem” or center part 
of the rack. Note the attachment points to keep the emblem solidly connected to the steel 
tubing. Also note the spaces between the emblem and tubing to accommodate bike locks. 
Please feel free to research other emblem examples for inspiration. Designs may be 
cycling-oriented, connect with local history, or something entirely different! 
 
 

 








