
Bike Medina tackles trail plans
Muskingum Watershed trail a blueprint for local group



Conservation Engineer John Watkins talks about trail development at a meeting of the Bike Medina Committee.
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MEDINA – An appreciation for expanding trails people can hike and bike on brought together members of the Bike
Medina County committee and Conservation Engineer John Watkins. 

Officers Tim Smith and Beth Schnabel review the agenda before a meeting of the Bike Medina Committee.



 
Watkins, a county resident who is employed by the Muskinghum Watershed Conservation District, appeared at a
recent meeting of Bike Medina to inform members of the conservation district’s newly created trail blueprint. 
 
The conservation district covers 18 counties including Medina County where the Chippewa Creek forms a subdistrict
of the 8,000-square-mile watershed. The new trails blueprint represents a conceptual layout of existing and proposed
trails. 
 
Most of the blueprint’s focus is on recreation areas and reservoirs featured in the eastern and southern portions of the
Muskingum Watershed, but Watkins said Bike Medina members might find the blueprint useful since it encourages
cooperation with park districts and other organizations on trail development. 
 
Watkins said one logical goal for Bike Medina would be to help encourage development of a trail from Medina County
to the Towpath Trail in Summit County, which links to a statewide trail system. 
 
The trail blueprint also lists potential partners in trail development such as the Medina County Park District and
county and township governments. It also cites potential funding sources such as the Clean Ohio Trails Fund, the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, the Ohio Department of Transportation, Nature Works and the Muskinghum
Watershed Conservancy Foundation. 
 
Watkins noted he and coworkers mounted a two-year effort into development of the trail blueprint whose
introduction notes the importance and growing interest in hiking and biking trails. It also quotes the 2017 Ohio
Resident Outdoor Recreation Survey, which indicates Ohioans participate in hiking and biking on trails more than
any other major outdoor recreational activity. 
 
The blueprint also notes trails make our communities more livable and increase property values. They connect us to
our neighbors, stores, places of interest, and even to our jobs. They improve the economy through tourism and civic
improvement, preserve and restore open space, and provide opportunities for physical activity to improve fitness and
mental health. 
 
Beth Schnable and Tim Smith organized Bike Medina three years ago as a group of volunteers working to improve
bicycle trails and safety around Medina County. The group now has about a dozen members who meet regularly to
work on committee goals. 
 
Committee members last met March 7 to hear Watkins’ presentation and review other committee goals such as
preparing to staff information booths at the Earth Day event planned April 27 by the Medina County Park District, the
Twin Sizzler bike race in Medina July 4, a Kids Safety and Play event on the Medina Square June 1 and a bicycle safety
program at the Wadsworth Library March 26. 



 
Committee members also began preparations for the Lake to Lake Ride Sept. 14, which is the organization’s primary
fundraiser each year. 
 
Committee members have also begun developing a strategic plan to improve the group’s focus. Committee member
Tony Ratajczak said part of that effort should be an effort to encourage more area businesses to put bike racks in
place. 


